THE BATTLE OF FRANCE
Infantry regiments. The nearest 'crews' (on the
Maginot Line a garrison is called a crew) all sent men
and although the village had been completely
evacuated, its little square was packed to capacity
during the concert. Calots and Balmorals were in
every window of the surrounding houses.' It was a
surprising population, exclusively male and military,
but it had colour of its own and gave the pipers a
great welcome.
Like the Breton biniou^ the bagpipes are things
of antiquity and the peasantry and they found a
responsive chord in the hearts of the Frenchmen,
themselves almost all of the land. They were full of
admiration for the kilt, now the right of the pipers
only, and they listened gravely to the old songs of
the Highlands.
'Those folks. . .' said a Frenchman to his
lieutenant, 'you can tell they like what they're
doing.'
It was great praise. Two ancient civilizations had
met and were in sympathy. When the concert was
done, having no words in that foreign language with
which to express thanks, the Frenchmen discharged
the duty gracefully by distributing badges. They
could have found nothing to please the British more
than the little regimental brooches with their
brightly enamelled designs and an occasional motto.
The Britons would send them to their wives and
sweethearts and write: CA Frenchman gave it me/
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